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Across our Nation, individuals and organi-
zations—including faith-based and commu-
nity groups—are dedicated to defending and
securing the rights of crime victims and pro-
viding hope and healing to those who hurt.
Together, their commitment and compassion
help ensure that our legal system stands up
for the rights of victims and that our commu-
nities step forward to lend a hand to people
in need. During this week, we honor their
extraordinary work and renew our pledge to
protect the rights of crime victims.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 10 through
April 16, 2005, as National Crime Victims’
Rights Week. I encourage all Americans to
highlight and advance the cause of victims’
rights in their communities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirty-first day of March, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 4, 2005]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 5.

Memorandum on Assignment of
Function To Submit a Report
Relating to Millennium Challenge
Corporation Activities

March 31, 2005

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Assignment of Function to Submit
a Report Relating to Millennium Challenge
Corporation Activities

Consistent with section 301 of title 3,
United States Code, the function of the
President under section 613 of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2004 (Division
D of Public Law 108-199) is assigned to the
Secretary of State.
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The Secretary of State shall perform such
function in a manner consistent with the
President’s constitutional authority to with-
hold information the disclosure of which
could impair foreign relations, national secu-
rity, the deliberative processes of the Execu-
tive, or the performance of the Executive’s
constitutional duties. Heads of departments
and agencies shall, to the extent permitted
by law, furnish to the Secretary information
the Secretary requests to perform such func-
tion, in the format and on the schedule speci-
fied by the Secretary.

Any reference in this memorandum to the
provision of any Act shall be deemed to in-
clude references to any hereafter-enacted
provision of law that is the same or substan-
tially the same as such provision.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:07 a.m., April 1, 2005]

NotE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on April 4.

Remarks on the Helping America’s
Youth Initiative
April 1, 2005

The President. Thank you all. Please be
seated. Thanks. I thought you were going to
say you couldn’t give the speech because you
were suffering from jetlag. [Laughter] Laura
just got back from Afghanistan and reported
that freedom is a beautiful thing, that society
is changing because the people are free
there.

And it’s quite a job I have when you get
to be introduced by your wife. I want to
thank you all for coming. I'm a lucky man
that Laura said yes when I asked her to marry
me. She is a great mom, fabulous wife. She’s
doing a wonderful job as our First Lady. She
is a tireless advocate for children in our coun-
try. She is a teacher. And you learn a thing
or two when you marry a teacher. [Laughter]
You learn to behave yourself—[laughter]—
most of the time. [Laughter]

And you learn that a single soul can make
a difference in a young person’s life. That’s



